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What Goes Into Steel Building Cost in Michigan? 
(2026 Guide) 

 

 
 
If you're researching a steel building for your property, one of the first questions is usually: 

 
"How much is this actually going to cost me?" 

 
The answer depends on much more than just the width and length of the building. Factors such 
as framing thickness, doors, windows, insulation, building height, and snow load requirements 
can all affect the final investment. 
 
At Warthog Steel Co, we help customers design buildings that fit their needs and budget. This 
guide will help you understand what drives steel building pricing and where your money is best 
spent. 
 
Starting With Building Size 
The biggest factor affecting price is simply square footage. 
For example, a basic 30' x 40' A-Frame Vertical steel building with a 6’ leg height in Michigan 
starts around: 

• 14 Gauge Frame: approximately $9,395  
• 12 Gauge Frame: approximately $10,515  
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This is before doors, windows, insulation, and other upgrades are added. Michigan buildings are 
offered with vertical roofs because they perform best in snow and weather conditions. For most 
Michigan customers, we recommend 12-gauge framing because of its increased strength and 
long-term durability, especially for larger buildings and areas with heavier snow loads. 
 
Building Size   Typical Use   Estimated Starting Cost in MI 
12' x 30'   Lawn Equipment Storage $3,200-$3,500 
20' x 30'   Workshop   $4,500-$5,500 
24' x 30'   Garage    $5,000-$6,000 
30' x 40'   Barn    $9,300-$10,600 
 
*Pricing shown is for example building starting costs and does not include site preparation, concrete, permits, or optional upgrades. Actual 
pricing varies by location and building specifications. 
 
Doors 
Walk-in doors provide convenient access without opening large overhead doors. 
 
Popular options include: 

• Basic Series 68 insulated steel door  
• Premium Series 99E steel door  
• Decorative 6-panel door  
• Diamond window door  
• 9-lite insulated glass door 

 
Before choosing an overhead/roll-up door size, think about: 

• Future tractors  
• Side-by-sides  
• Campers  
• Fifth wheels  
• Skid steers  
• Lift installations  

 
Many customers regret choosing a door that's too small. Very few regret choosing one that's 
slightly larger. 
 
Windows: Worth the Upgrade? 
Absolutely. For workshops and hobby shops, we often recommend adding a windowed entry 
door to bring in natural light. 
 
Typical options include: 

• 30" x 30" window  
• 35" x 36" single-pane window  
• 36" x 36" double-pane window  

 
If you're building a workshop, office space, or hobby area, windows are one of the best value 
upgrades available. 
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Insulation: The Upgrade Most People Wish They Had Added 
If you plan to: 

• Heat the building  
• Work year-round  
• Store temperature-sensitive equipment  
• Use the building as a workshop  

Then you should strongly consider insulation during construction. 
 
Retrofitting insulation later is usually more expensive and time consuming. In places like 
Michigan, Minnesota, etc. winters are not forgiving. 
 
Planning for insulation up front often saves money in the long run. 
 
Building Height: Don't Undersize It 
Many customers focus on width and length while overlooking height. 
 
A few examples: 
10' Leg Height 
Great for: 

• Cars  
• Pickup trucks  
• Small tractors  

12' Leg Height 
Great for: 

• Larger equipment  
• Lift installations  
• Future flexibility  

14'–16' Leg Height 
Ideal for: 

• RVs  
• Motorhomes  
• Commercial equipment  
• Agricultural machinery  

 
Height is one of the least expensive upgrades compared to expanding the entire building later. 
 
The Most Common Building Mistake 
The most common mistake we see is building only for today's needs. 
 
Customers often design a building around: 

• Current vehicles  
• Current equipment  
• Current storage needs  

 
Five years later they have: 
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• Another tractor  
• A side-by-side  
• More tools  
• A camper  
• A boat  

and the building is already full. 
 
If your budget allows, think about adding: 

• 5-10 feet of length  
• One larger door  
• A little extra height  

 
What Will My Building Cost? 
Every building is different. 
 
The fastest way to get an accurate number is to request a custom quote based on: 

• Building size  
• Location  
• Desired height  
• Door configuration  
• Window package  
• Insulation options  
• Snow load requirements  

 
What Isn't Included in Most Online Building Prices? 
Many online advertisements only show the building package. 
 
Additional costs may include: 

• Thicker gauge steel 
• Concrete  
• Site preparation 
• Electrical work  
• Permits  
• Installation  
• Insulation  
• Gutters and downspouts  

 
Comparing buildings based on advertised price alone can be misleading. 
 
At Warthog Steel Co, we'll help you design a building that fits your budget while making sure 
you don't overlook important features that can save money and headaches later. 
 
Ready to price your project? Contact Warthog Steel Co today for a free custom quote. 
 
 


